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EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET 


Meeting .. 2nd October —- "Aboriginal Sites in Victoria — M. Truscott, 
Educational Officer, Victoria Archaelogical Survey. 


Meeting | 6th November - "Bird Observations in Fells Gully and 


other areas" — Mr. L. Millar. 
4th October — Sunday - Full Day: Clunes Swamps, 
Fells Gully - Leader Mr. G. Binns. 
. 8th November — Sunday - Full Day: Mt. Beckworth - 
Leader Mrs. M. Rotheram. 
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President: Or. F. HARRAP Phone 30 1651 Meetings, as specified, are held tn the Administrat- 


2 . lon Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 

CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT d ARMSTRON ' 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 327721 af "4 GASTREETS 


BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 327296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 
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CLUNES SWAMP EXCURSION —.SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER 


Leave Ballarat at 9.30 a.m. from Crocker's Corner, or meet at 
the Clunes Swamps Reserve sign at 10 a.m. For the afternoon 
part of the excursion to Fells Gully, meet at the Clunes Post 
Office at 2 p.m. 


NEW MEMBERS - the President welcomed new members Mr. R. 
Houlihan, Mrs. V. Manguss, Mr. G. Ambrose, and Mrs. C. Haines 
at the September meeting, and wished them a long and happy 
association with the Club. There was an error in the September 
newsletter, which should have read Miss Felicity THYER was 
elected to junior membership. My apologies Felicity - Editor. 


ROADSIDE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE — ROADSIDE CONSERVATION AWARD 


The committee recommends that we again put forward the area 
near Clarendon between the two Williamson's Creeks where the 
C.R.B. is to re-align the road. This will be in Category 1 - 
preservation or restoration of the natural environment. 


CASTLEMAINE ART GALLERY — TWO CENTURIES OF BIRD ILLUSTRATIONS 


Coinciding with the centenary of John Gould's death, and open 
until Sunday 4th October is an exhibition of work from some of 
our foremost artists. Besides John Gould, Edward Lear, Joseph 
Smit, J.W. Lewis, G.J. Broinowski, J.G. Keulemans, and William 
Hart are represented. Of particular interest to Ballarat 
members will be some of Peter Trusler's work, and the National 
Bank has made available six original water colours by Peter, 
used in his book "Birds of Australian Gardens". 


A collection of early publications including the 1789 "The 
Voyage of Governor Phillip to Botany Bay" and the rare 1790 
"Journal of a Voyage to New South Wales" will be on display. 


The Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum in Lyttleton 
St. is open daily from 10 a.m. to 12 noon and from 1 p.m. to 

5 p.m. Our excursion to Clunes Swamps and Fells Gully is on 
Sunday. Does this mean a journey to Castlemaine tomorrow? 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMPOUT AND ANNUAL MEETING AT DONALD 


The programme commences at 1.00 p.m. on Saturday September 19th 
and concludes at 4.00 p.m. on Sunday. Book on-site vans as 
soon as possible(Lindsay Fink has information). A copy of the 
full programme will be tabled at thismeeting. 


BITTERN LAGOON WORKING BEE 


One S.G.A.P. Member, four Field Nats. (two of whom belong also 
to S.G.A.P.), Laurie and Betty Millar, Ivan Tiley and about 
eight Langi Kal Kal Personnel attended on a pleasant day. We 
dug holes and planted quite a number of trees of varying sizes, 
fitting wire guards that had been taken off others at the last 
working bee. The lagoon level was well up and several swans 
appeared to be nesting. We saw two bolgas again and were very 
happy indeed to be told that they appear to be nesting. Staff 
members and boys graciously provided us with afternoon tea at 
the Administrative building when we had finished. 


Florence Williamson. 


YARROWEE CREEK 


Farlier this year much of the land along the Yarrowee Creek, 

from Leith Street to Hill Street was cleared of tioxious weeds 
by the Lands Department. The Department intends to maintain 

the area but has no other plans. 


A few local residents decided to try and beautify a small 
section of Jand by planting native trees. The Lands Department, 
whilst not encouraging the planting, has agreed to cover the 
trees during their summer spraying programme. 


Tube stock was planted at first, as more advanced stock was too 
expensive. However, when Philip Meiklejohn of Doyle's Nursery 
heard of this scheme he donated over 600 slightly root—bound 
native trees. 


The City of Ballarat has since applied to the Lends Department 
for the responsibility of all crown land along the creek. Their 
plans are as yet uncertain. 


The area has a tremendous potential. Rather than a shameful 
eyesore it could be an enviable asset. If properly developed 
an arm of forest could stretch from the pine plantations of 
the Sewerage Farm almost into the heart of Ballarat. The 
fauna attracting potential is fantastic. MenAdamer 


Woolen Mills 


JARROWEE CREES 


SEPTEMBER EXCURSIONS 
(1) SEPTEMBER 6th — ANGLESEA 


Twelve members of the Club visited the Anglesea area on 
September 6th. As with previous visits to Anglesea, Miss Mary 
White led us on what was a most enjoyable excursion on a mild 
sunny day. 


We started our visit on the Anglesea Heathland Cliff Walk, 
xhere we walked for about an hour before having lunch near the 
very useful information display at the start of the walk. r 


Some 500 plant species occur here and a number of these are 
listed in a useful small brochure. It's hard to select plants 
of special interest from such a large number. Certainly 
worthy of mention were the dwarf she oaks (Casuarina prisilla) 
with the rusty coloured flowers on the male plants gleaMing in 
the sunshine, forming a very shapely 36 cm. high bush. Among 
the taller plants were the Coastal Tea tree (Leptospermum 
laevigatum), Silver banksia ( Banksia marginata) and Sweet 
Wattle (Acacia suavolens). The conditions of the windswept 
cliff area are harsh and do not encourage tall growth. The 
smaller plants in flower were numerous — Running postman 
(Kennedia prostrata), Dwarf bush pea (Pultenaea humilis), Red 
parrot pea (Dillwynia hispida), and many others. The Common 
Heath (Epacris impressa) was past its best on the cliff but 
we were to see some very impressive patches further inland. 


Before moving inland, we spent some minutes in the Edna 
Bowman Reserve, walking as carefully as we could manage ODE 
the groups of orchids. 


We saw or heard of many orchids during our excursion and 
appreciated Miss White's pleasure and enthusiasm at the 
discovery of some of the rarer orchids in the neighborhood. 
Among the orchids were Dwarf Greenhoods (Pterostylis nana), 
Spiral Sun Orchid (Thelymitra matthewsii), Yellow onion orchid, 
(Microtis atrata), Bearded Greenhood (Pterostylis barbata), 
Tongue Orchid (Cryptostylis subulata), Trim Greenhood 
(Pterostylis concinna), May Fly Orchid (Acianthus caudatus), 
Gnat Orchid (Acianthus Exsertus), Thick-lip Spider (Caladenia 
Teselliata), Rabbit's Ears (Thelymitra antennifera), Red Beaks 
Orchid (Lyperanthus nigricans), Duck Orchid (Calleana major), 
Spider Orchid (Caladenia patersonii), Slaty Helmet Orchid 
(Corybas diemenicus). Of special interest were two Leopard 
Orchids (Diuris maculata) growing side by side, with very 
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different colouring - one yellow, the other pink. On our 
excursion in from the coast we stopped at a number of points. 
to look for example at the Leopard Orchids, at the Red Beaks, 
the Leafless Globe-pea (Sphaerolobium vimineum), Myrtle 
Wattle (Acacia Myrtifolia), and the striking Bundled Guinea- 
flower (Hibbertia fasciculata). 


From one of our stops, we walked into an area that had been 
burnt in the fire of March 1980 noting en route the Tiny 
Sundew (Drosera pygmaea), a patch of emerging Yellow Onion 
orchids and the primitive Pygmy Clubmoss. 


The fire ran its course over part of a tributary of Salt Creek 
and for some distance over Salt Creek. The creeks run through 
deep beds of peat, making it very difficult for fire fighting 
vehicles and men to get into the area to check the path of the 
fire. Some areas were still bare of vegetation with burnt 
twisted branches of tea tree and Melaleuca, others again were 
covered with brightly covered mosses and liverworts, carpeting 
the dull red areas of peat with cushions of green. Further 
away the Melaleucas and tea trees were regenerating. 


So far I have said nothing of the birds. In among the burnt 
brenches were some flame robins. On the cliffs we saw Kestrel, 
Raven, Grey Currawong and White-eared honeyeater,and a 
Peregrine falcon flew over. Inland we saw white-eared 
honeyeater again, dusky woodswallow and black faced cuckoo 
shrike. 


On our walk back from the peaty area with its regeneration 
reminding us of the early stages of "Life on Earth" we saw a 
number of very good patches of Running Postman. A brief stop 
for a "cuppa" near the area being mined and rehabilitated by 
Alcoa and with some colourful heaths and then a final stop near 
the Information Centre overlooking the powerstation and the 
open cut mines. 


An interesting, rewarding and colourful day, heightened by 
Miss White's knowledge of the plants of the area. 


F. Harrap. 


SEPTEMBER MEETING 


The Natural History Collection at the Regional Library - 
September 4th, 1981. 


Mr. Peter Mansfield, the Regional Librarian, opened his talk 

with the question - what is a valuable book? and illustrated 
his answer with a number of volumes in Reference Library and 

in the Australiana Collection in particular. 


The oldest book in the library for example is 501 years old 
and is a beautifully illustrated volume of myths and fairy 
tales. Nearer our own day, the charts of Matthew Flinders, 
published in 1814. There are possibly 2 dozen copies of the 
book, mainly in Maritime Libraries overseas, with copies in 
the Mitchell and La Trobe Libraries the only others in 
Australia. 


Present day books on natural history, where they are published 
in limited editions of say 2 - 300, may reach for example $495 
for a volume by Raymond Ching. Birds feature very markedly in 
the glossy illustrated books of this calibre. 


One of the problems when it came to buying such an expensive 
book is what to do with it - where do you store it to maintain 
security - will it still be considered a valuable acquisition 
in 100 years time? Another problem for the library was to 
equate the value to the library and to the readers of such a 
book as against say 20 Westerns or 20 romances. An older 
valuable book was likely to be sold at auction, where the 
library would be in competition against people buying for 
investment. 


Finally Mr. Mansfield talked about the life and times of 
G.J. Broinowski and his 3 volumes on Australian birds. He 
compared the quality of Broinowski's works favourably with 
those of the much better known John Gould. 


We then browsed and dreamed and drooled over or through a 
whole range of books which had been put on display for us or 
which we selected fron the shelves. For me, an exploration 
through Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and the neighbouring 
islands with "The Parrots of the World" was nearly as 
rewarding as a holiday - but not quite. Just the same, a 
very rewarding and enjoyable evening and we are grateful to 
Peter Mansfield and his staff for the time they spent in 
preparation for our visit. 


F, Harrap. 
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MARYBOROUGH F.N.C. 30th ANNIVERSARY MEETING 


Over 60 members and friends of the club,from Creswick and 
Ballarat, attended the 30th Anniversary meeting of the 
Maryborough F.N.C. in the library of the High School on 
September 7th, 1981. 


Miss Thompson described how 18 people met in September 1951, 
with Bob Hill, at that time the Borough Engineer, being 
appointed the first President. Presidents and Secretaries 
have served long terms on behalf of the Club with Eileen 
Courtenay's 12 years as Secretary and Harold Beer, who was in 
the chair, now in his seventh year as President (not out). 


Miss Thompson reminded her audience that 29 years ago, the club 
recommended that the Paddy Ranges be made a National Park. 
Still the fight goes on to preserve the ranges, though it 
appears there are moves afoot to reduce even the one-sixth of 
the area that might be protected. 


Reference was made to the efforts that the Maryborough, 
Ballarat and Creswick Clubs instituted towards the preservation 
of the Clunes Swamps, with a major advance occuring in 1977. 


Miss Thompson's talk was illustrated with slides of bygone and 
not so bygone club excursions, and was rounded off with some 
recent shots of the concrete being poured for the club room 
that the M.F.N.C. and the Maryborough Rifle Club are building. 
A great achievement for a naturalist's club in a city the 
Size of Maryborough. 

, F, Harrap. 


COASTAL HEATHLAND AT URQUHARTS BLUFF 


Miss White, on behalf of Angair, has drawn our attention to, the 
need to preserve a strip of coastal heathland, of about 32 
hectares, at Urquhart's Bluff, not far from Airey's Inlet. 

The heathland has been bought fairly recently and the owner 

is considering using approximately half for clearance and 
farming. There are few remaining coastal heaths, haunts of the 
Rufous Bristlebird and Southern Emu-wren. There has been 
public access to the beach for forty years or more through 

the area. 


The Victorian Government has been requested to provide a grant 


towards the purchase of the land. The Australian Conservation 
Foundation is supporting the project and donations to the 
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A.C.F. with a note that they are for the purchase of the 
heathland at Urpuharts Bluff are requested. Donations of $2 
or more are tax deductible (Cheques payable to the A.C.F.) 
The September issue of the Bird Observer mentions the appeal 
and notes that money would be refunded if the purchase should 
not be concluded. We join with the B.0.C. in commending the 


cause to our members. 
F, Harrap. 
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CLUNES SWAMPS 


As noted in the July 1981 Newsletter, an Advisory Committee has 
been formed to help the Fisheries and Wildlife Department 
manage the Clunes Swamps area. The committee consists of two 
members from each of the Creswick, Maryborough’ and Ballarat 
Field Naturalists! Clubs plus members from 8.G.A.P., Ballarat 
Field & Game Club and representatives from Fisheries & 
Wildlife (see July 1981 Newsletter). 


The Field Naturalist Club members met at Clunes on Saturday 
afternoon, September 19th. We discussed a number of matters 
relating to tree planting, land preparation and the erection 
of a sign at Middle Swamp. 


Birds seen on the swamp included Yellow billed Spoonbill, White 
necked heron, White faced heron, Black Swan, Mountain Duck, 
Grey Teal, Wood Duck, Japanese Snipe, Black-wing Stilt, Silver 
Gull, longbilled corella, Galah, Red-rumped parrot, Welcome 
Swallow, Black-faced cuckoo shrike. The swans and the gulls 


appeared to be nesting in some numbers. F, Harrap. 


ENFIELD FOREST EXCURSION 


Mr. Bedggood, unfortunately, had had a slight accident, so 

Frank Harrap was our leader for the day. The area chosen was 
Berringa, near Staffordshire Reef. Several birds were present, 
including Grey Shrike—-thrush, Spotted and Striated Pardalotes, 
White-eared and White-naped Honeyeaters, Grey Fantail, 

Horsefield Bronze Cuckoo, Crimson Rosella, White—-throated 
Treecreeper, Eastern Spinebill, Superb Blue Wren, Orange- 

winged Sitella, Rufous Whistler, Little Raven, Scarlet Robin. 


Thanks to Frank for helping us have a most enjoyable 
afternoon. ; 


J. Netherway. 


